
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

A Welcome Letter From Our Pastor 

       
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

On behalf of the parish of St. Mary’s-Stony Hill,  I wish to warmly 
welcome you to our parish. 
 

We are blessed in so many ways as a parish.  Our parish setting is  
absolutely beautiful, sitting on a mountain in the midst of twenty-six 
acres of woodlands.  Our parish church, modeled after a tee-pee, is 
warm and lends itself to a spirit of prayer and reverence with its 
simple décor and bold stained glass windows that surround the praying 
assembly. 
 

The parish has much to offer and you are free to choose to enter into as 
much parish activity as your life commitments allow.  I strongly 
encourage you to take the time to review this packet so that you may 
become familiar with all that our community offers.  If you have any 
questions, or wish to speak to me privately, please call me at (908) 756
-6524 extension 12.  
 

As the pastor of this worshipping community, it is my hope that you 
find yourself a spiritual home at St. Mary’s-Stony Hill and utilize the 
resources that we have to help you in your spiritual journey. 
 

With every good wish and the peace of Christ, 
 
 

Rev. Msgr. William Benwell 



 

 

What We Believe 

 
 
 

St. Mary’s-Stony Hill is a Roman Catholic parish that is rooted in our 
sacramental life and the vast traditions of the Catholic Church.  First 
and foremost, our parish life centers on the Sunday celebration of the 
Eucharist.  The grace received from Eucharist enables us to function 
in our mission as a parish community.  Our mission as a parish 
encompasses parishioners of all ages. 
 

We strive to be a place where our parishioners feel a sense of 
welcome and a place to have their faith nurtured through the various 
ministerial opportunities that occur throughout the year. 
 



Parish History 
 

     St. Mary’s was established in 1847 and the first church was built 
the same year.  The 24 x 40 feet church was located where our 
cemetery is now.  The area was then called Stony Hill and the 
Redemptionist Fathers of Brooklyn sent Reverend Peter Hartlaub to 
say Sunday Mass.  As the area grew, a second larger church was built 
on the same site in 1877.  The territory lines were re-drawn with 
surrounding towns, Watchung incorporated the area known as Stony 
Hill.  Our legal name became St. Mary’s Church-Stony Hill.   
     In 1958 Fr. Platt came from Mount St. Mary Academy where he 
was chaplain and said Mass at the old church, he was soon named 
pastor.  A few years later the church bought a two-story colonial house 
on the corner of Mountain Boulevard and Brookdale Rd.  Parishioners 
worked to renovate the house to become our rectory and chapel where 
daily Mass was celebrated.  Soon, the garage was fixed so we could 
have additional room for parishioners to worship on Sunday.  All 
funerals, Holy Communions, and Confirmations were held at 
neighboring churches.  We soon outgrew our “little garage church” 
and were given permission to have Sunday Mass and Religious 
Education classes at Valley View School.   
     As the town and parish continued to grow at a rapid rate, Fr. Platt 
located land at the top of a nearby hill off Mountain Blvd in 1964 and 
the Bishop gave permission to build our church on that site.  
Following a long capital campaign and a loan from the Diocese, we 
were able to build St. Mary’s-Stony Hill Church on top of the 
mountain.  Construction was completed in 1971.  Fr. Platt continued 
until his retirement in 1985.  Fr. Tom Dzurenda was installed as pastor 
in 1985 and celebrated the parish’s 150-year anniversary in 1997.   
     Fr. Brian J. Nolan, was installed as pastor in 2001.  In order to 
accommodate the growing needs of the parish, St. Mary’s-Stony Hill 
completed the construction of the 13,000 square foot Pope John Paul 
II Parish Center in September, 2007.    
     Rev. Msgr. William Benwell was installed as pastor in July, 2019. 



 
Mass Schedule 
     Daily Mass (Mon-Thurs & Sat):   7:00 am    (Fri): 12:10 pm 
     Saturday Vigil:   4:00 pm   
     Sunday:   7:30 am, 9:00 am & 11:15 am 
 

Holy Day Masses 
     Vigil:  7:30 pm 
     Day:   7:00 am, 12:10pm & 7:30 pm 
 

Holy Hour:  
     7:00 - 8:00 pm on the First Wednesday of each month. 
    

Lenten Schedule 
     Stations of the Cross at 7 pm 
                                                     
Rosary 
 The Rosary and morning prayers are recited daily at 7:30 am. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 
Welcome! 
A warm welcome is extended to all who come to St. Mary’s-Stony 
Hill Church, joining us in this community of worship and praise to 
Almighty God.  We are grateful to our faithful parishioners and wel-
come our neighbors and guests who visit us occasionally.  We want 
you to know that you are always welcome! 
 

Parish Membership 
All parishioners should be registered with the parish office.  You may 
register for the parish online on our website.  You can also update 
your registration information if you change your address, or move out 
of the parish.  It is our practice to only offer a Certificate of             
Eligibility to be a sponsor at Baptism or Confirmation to registered 
parishioners who are active and practicing Catholics. 



 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:   3:00-3:45 pm 
Also by appointment.  Confessional in Foyer. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism    (2nd & 4th Sunday at 12:15 pm) 
Arrangements must be made through the parish office at least one 
month in advance.  Parents must be registered parishioners; sponsors 
must be practicing Catholics in good standing.  If sponsors are from 
other parishes, a letter of good standing from their pastor is required. 
More information & forms are available online at our website. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office for an appointment at least one year 
in advance of the wedding date.  More information, guidelines and 
registration are available online at our website. 
 
Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please notify the parish office to have the Sacrament of the Sick      
administered for you or a member of your family.  The parish priest 
regularly visit local hospitals and are happy to visit parishioners when 
requested by a family member.  Please call the parish office to make 
arrangements to have the Holy Eucharist brought to your elderly or 
your homebound.  Emergency sick calls may be arranged at any time 
by calling the parish office. 
 
ADA Compliant 
Our church is fully ADA-compliant and handicap-accessible.  We 
welcome those with special needs and invite you and your loved ones 
to take advantage of the reserved seats at the front of the Church on 
either side of the main aisle.  There is an accessible restroom in the 
Narthex on the right as you enter the Church.  If for any reason, you 
prefer to stay at the rear of the church, our priests or Eucharistic   
Ministers will gladly bring communion to you. 
 



 

Liturgical Ministries 

 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most visible manifestation of 
our faith.  During the celebration of the Mass, we read passages from 
the old and new testaments (Liturgy of the Word) and bear witness to 
the transformation of the bread and wine to the sacred body and 
precious blood of Jesus Christ (Liturgy of the Eucharist). 
 

Lay ministers share with and assist the Priest in the celebration of the 
Mass: 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
The Eucharist constitutes the very life of the Church, for the Lord 
said: “I am the bread of life.  No one who comes to me shall ever be 
hungry; no one who believes in me shall ever thirst”.  Eucharistic 
Ministers are entrusted with the awesome privilege of assisting in the 
distribution of the Holy Eucharist during Mass.  Some also bring the 
Eucharist to the sick, whether homebound, in nursing homes or 
hospitals.  Eucharistic Ministers are appointed by the pastor and serve 
for two years based upon Diocese guidelines.  The term may be 
renewed. 
 

Ministers of the Word (Lectors) 
“May the Lord, whose Word dwells in your hearts, be with you”! 
The Word of God, proclaimed in the sacred Scriptures, enlightens our 
minds and hearts.  When the Scriptures are read in the liturgical 
assembly, God speaks to us and calls us to respond in faith and love.  
St. Mary’s welcomes adults (high school and older) to participate in 
this ministry.  
 
Ministry of Altar Servers 
Altar Servers play a very visible and important role in assisting the 
priest celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  For many, this is 
their first exposure to service and growth in our faith.  All boys and 
girls in grades 5 and above are encouraged to serve.  Training classes 
are conducted yearly. 



Liturgical Ministries (cont.) 

 
 

Ministry of Hospitality (Ushers) 
The Ministry of Hospitality (ushers) is the oldest lay ministry in the 
Catholic Church.  The ushers of today have descended from a long 
line of people of God who have gone before them.  During the time 
of Christ, the doorkeepers of the temple numbered in the hundreds 
and were the forerunners of today's ushers. 
 

While today's ushers don’t ring the bells or open the church, their 
primary duties and responsibilities include greeting and welcoming 
parishioners as they enter the church, helping them to find seats, 
taking up the collection and wishing everyone a good day at the 
conclusion of the Eucharistic Celebration along with handing out the 
bulletins. 
 
 

Morning Prayer Group 
The Morning Prayer Group meets each weekday and Saturday 
morning at 8:40 am to pray the Rosary.  The Group prays for the 
parish, for their special intentions, and for the sanctity of human life.  
The Group also washes the altar linens and cares for the flowers in 
the sanctuary at Easter, Christmas, and throughout the year. 
 
 
 

If you are interested in serving in any of the Ministries, please 
contact the Parish Office or speak with Deacon Peter after Mass.  
 
 



Community Care and Outreach Ministries 

 
       

St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen in Newark 
103 16TH Avenue, Newark, NJ 
St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry is located in Newark, N.J., and 
serves the homeless and working poor.  St. Mary’s shares a special 
relationship with the people at St. Ann’s.  There are many ways in which you 
can help serve at St. Ann’s:  
 

Soup Kitchen & Food Pantry Services: 
 Join a team that serves one lunch a month, Monday through Saturday, 

excluding Fridays.  Lunch volunteer hours are 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Fridays are pantry days 9am-1:30pm on the 3rd, 4th, & 5th Friday’s of the 
month. 

 Pick up day-old groceries at supermarkets and bring them to the kitchen 
 Organize a drive for food, toiletries, baby goods, other greatly needed 

items 
St. Ann’s Literacy Program: 
 Volunteer to read to St. Ann’s children at Saturday reading sessions, 11:15 

to 1:30pm, for preschool and school-age children; training is available for 
interested individuals 

 Donate children’s or adult books, or organize a book drive 
 Make a monetary donation to be used toward the purchase of bookshelves, 

children’s furniture and other supplies for this program  
Other Services at St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen: 
 Lend medical, legal or other expertise/services to clients in need 
 Be a mentor or sponsor for a social service client  
 Donate furniture and house wares to our Mercy Mission Relocation 

Program  
You’re an Angel Network 
 Sign up to receive periodic email requests for client needs; anything from 

diapers, to blankets to a refrigerator.  
 See contact information be included on the email 

distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Care and Outreach Ministries (cont.) 

 
 

Food Pantry 
The Food Bank Network of Somerset County distributes packages of food to 
over 2,200 individuals monthly.  Recipients are usually low income, working 
families who cannot always meet the high cost of living in this area.  Canned 
and other nonperishable items are collected in the food pantry collection bins 
located in the back of the church marked “Food Pantry”.   
 
 

Food Prep for the Needy & SHIP 
St. Mary’s-Stony Hill “Food for the Needy” program gives an opportunity for 
parishioners to help others in the local community.  Parishioners may 
participate in this program by helping to prepare these meals and/or by 
making a financial contribution to buy products specifically used in the 
preparation of the meals by parish organizations.  
 

The Samaritan Homeless Interim Program (SHIP) is a Somerville-based 
program that provides homeless with warm meals.  The meals are served by 
SHIP at local shelters and from SHIP’s mobile soup kitchen.   
 

How you can help:  Serving trays and recipes are available in the St. 
Mary’s Church Narthex for parishioners to pick up.  Parishioners prepare the 
recipe, freeze it and return the frozen casserole to the church on the first 
weekend of each month (before each weekend Mass) 
 
 

Pro-Life 
The parish is kept current on all Diocesan-sponsored Pro-Life activities 
during the Fall and Spring.  Please watch for any news in the weekly bulletin.  
In support of expectant moms, the parish hosts a Baby Shower for the 
residents at The Center for Great Expectations (Somerset, NJ) in the fall.  We 
all enjoy a lovely afternoon luncheon and “shower” the moms with gifts from 
parishioners.   In addition, our Knights of Columbus organize a “Baby Bottle 
Boomerang” program during lent to collect monetary donations for The 
Center for Great Expectations.  



Social Ministries 

 
 

Mom and Tots 
The moms and tots group continues to evolve as new families with toddlers 
join the parish.  Currently, there is no formal meetings and the group is 
seeking a new chair person.  Mom and Tots ‘graduates’ will continue to 
sponsor The Breakfast with Santa and The Easter Egg hunt.  If you are 
interested in formalizing a moms and tots group, please contact the parish.   
 
 

Making Music Praying Twice 
 Music classes for 0-5 year olds with caregivers are offered throughout the 
year for a small fee.  Registration is required.  Please see the parish website 
for class schedule.  
 
 

Covenant Committee 
St. Mary’s and Wilson Memorial Union Church entered into a Covenant 
agreement on January 22, 1978.  The two churches in Watchung have shared 
a covenant of ecumenical activity since then.  We come together twice a year, 
in the Spring and on Thanksgiving Eve to renew this covenant and to share 
worship and fellowship.  The Christian Unity Celebration in the Spring 
includes a concert followed  
by dinner.  The Covenant Committee sponsors 2-3 Blood drives each  
year and contributes to Covenant House, Newark and St. Ann’s Soup 
Kitchen.   
 

Per The Covenant, “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we 
hereby commit ourselves to work together in the spirit of cooperation, love 
and understanding, to preserve the Christian traditions and values we share in 
our homes and in the community; to seek social justice and remove 
prejudice; and to search for a deeper knowledge of Christ through mutually 
sponsored worship, study, and prayer”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Ministries (cont.) 

 
 

Knights of Columbus (KoC) 
The Knights of Columbus of St. Mary's - Stony Hill Church is a men's 
organization focused on prayer and fraternity among its members.  The 
Knights join men together for a common cause based on our Catholic faith 
and prides itself in serving, helping, and supporting the community we serve.    
 

Why Join the Knights of Columbus?  Imagine being par t of an 
organization that fills your heart and your mind with the joy of giving to 
others and the feeling that comes with making a difference.   Knights are 
Catholic men, 18 years of age and older, who are committed to making their 
community a better place, while supporting their Church.  Being a Knight is 
more than camaraderie; it is being involved with your  
community; it is supporting your local Catholic Church, while enhancing 
your own faith; it is about protecting and enhancing your family life.  Come 
see just what we are all about and take the first steps to enhance your 
personal life.   
 

KoC Business meeting:   2nd Sunday of the month from 12:15 - 1:30 pm at 
Murray Hall, Parish Center.    Please see the parish website for any special 
events, updates or changes to the monthly schedule. 
 
 
 

Youth Group:   
Second Sundays is the youth ministry of Wilson Church and St Mary's 
Catholic Church open to all Watchung Area youth grades 7-12. We meet 
every second Sunday. For more information go to https://
www.facebook.com/watchungsecondsundays.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Mary’s Cemetery – Stony Hill, Watchung, NJ 
Located at 1295 Plainfield Ave, Watchung 

Mailing Address: 225 Mountain Blvd.  
Watchung, NJ 07069 

 
 
 

St. Mary’s Cemetery, dating back to 1847, is located on Plainfield Avenue in 
Watchung, the original location of St. Mary’s Church. 
 

The Cemetery has a wonderful history and is located in a beautiful setting.  
We have two mausoleums as well as in-ground graves.  We also have a St. 
Christopher Cremation Garden that is situated over the exact location of the 
original St. Mary’s Church, which makes it very sacred ground. 
 

Many of the people who come to St. Mary’s for graves and crypts comment 
on the loveliness and convenience of our location.  Another aspect is that it is 
small and intimate, a peaceful place to meditate.  
 

Please do not miss an important part of St. Mary’s history.  Stop by and see 
this wonderful gift we have in our parish.  We are blessed with a parish 
Cemetery that is conducive to prayer and intercession for those who have 
gone before us. 
 

Cemetery arrangements are coordinated through the Director of Cemetery 
and cemetery sales are handled by the cemetery sales contact.  Please see the 
contact listing or our parish website. 
 



St. Mary’s – Music Ministry 

 
 
 

Adult Choir 
Joining St. Mary’s Adult Choir is a wonderful way for those who love to sing 
to participate in the Liturgy of the Mass.  The Choir sings every Sunday at 
the 11:15am Mass. Rehearsals are before Mass for an hour and once a week, 
beginning in September and running through the end of May.  We sing many 
traditional hymns as well as contemporary and classical pieces.  The 
environment is fun and full of life.  There is no age limit and we have many 
high-school age young adults that participate.  During the year the Choir has 
special concerts during Christmas including the Midnight Mass, Holy 
Thursday and Easter Sunday, and a number of Special Celebrations.  
Everyone is welcome in our Choir, and we encourage all to try even if it is 
only for a season.  We have a number of members who sing just for the 
Christmas and Easter liturgies.  Some end up joining for the rest of the year 
because they felt so welcomed and enjoyed the experience!  Please consider 
sharing your musical talents. 
  
 
 

Folk Group 
Our Folk group is made up of three dedicated volunteers who play the guitar 
and piano for our 9:00 am, Sunday Family Mass.  They are enthusiastic 
musicians who generously serve us with their talents!  They sing from 
October through June, and also perform at a number of “coffee-house” type 
concerts during the year.  Please look for these great sing-a-long fun 
opportunities in the bulletin and join us. 
 
 
 



Parish Education Programs 

 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
Liturgy of the Word is a weekly supplemental program designed to meet the 
needs of the children of the parish ages 4 - 10 by providing them with an 
opportunity to hear the Sunday Gospel proclaimed in language they can grasp 
and involving them in a process of faith formation.  This program follows the 
Religious Education Calendar and is offered at the 9:00 am Mass on Sundays. 
Before the First Reading of the Mass, the Celebrant gathers the children and 
sends them forth with their catechist to Fr. Platt Hall, where the parent 
volunteers lead the children in a prayerful discussion of the Scriptures.  The 
children rejoin their families in church for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

All necessary background information and teaching ideas are provided for the 
volunteers, who work in teams that serve on a rotating basis.  For more 
information on this program, please contact the Religious Education office. 
 
 
 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
 
 

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is preparation and 
formation of all those who wish to become fully initiated members of the 
Catholic Faith Family.   If you, or someone you know would like to hear 
more about Jesus and placing our trust in God, we invite you to join us at an 
Inquiry Session.  Inquiry sessions DO NOT assume a commitment to join the 
Catholic Faith family. Inquiry sessions are opportunities to ask questions 
about God, Jesus, the Catholic Faith Family.  All who are not baptized, 
baptized into another faith denomination, or baptized Catholic but have not 
received Eucharist or Confirmation, are invited. Inquiry sessions are for those 
who wish to inquire, explore, and search for ways to grow in relationship 
with God. 
 

For more information about RCIA see the contact information, check our 
parish website.   



Parish Education Programs (cont.) 

 

Ministry to Parents 
Young parents often wonder if there is more they can do in raising their 
children in the Catholic faith.  Parents of teens wonder if their teens are 
grasping the moral lessons that they strive to impart to them.  We will host 
periodic discussions on important topics that impact family life and share 
ideas on how best to implement a Catholic perspective within the family. 
 

Life Long Adult Ministry—Senior’s Group 
Each decade of our lives awakens a unique spirituality inviting us to accept 
the challenge of keeping our faith vibrant.  Our goal as a parish is to help 
adults shift their perspective on aging away from seeing later life as a 
succession of losses, to celebrating aging as a time of promise and heightened 
spiritual opportunities.   Adults of all ages are invited to come and share their 
gifts with the parishioners of St. Mary’s as we begin this new journey 
together. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
“Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  We all cope with 
loss in different ways.   As a faith community, we reach out with compassion 
to our members and friends who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  
Bereavement groups are held in the Spring and the Fall.  
 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
If you would like someone to visit a family member at home to offer the 
Eucharist or companionship, please call the parish office. 
 

Scripture Study 
Periodic sessions are held throughout the year that offer opportunities to learn 
more about the history of the church and study scripture.  Please check our 
website or read the church bulletin for events conducted by the parish. 
 

Lenten Programs 
During the Lenten season St. Mary’s sponsors various Lenten programs.  
Please check our website or read the church bulletin for events conducted by 
the parish or sponsored by the Diocese of Metuchen. 
 
 



Religious Education and Formation 

 

Grades 1-8 
The Religious Education Program at St. Mary’s—Stony Hill functions under 
a philosophy that teaches the beauty and traditions of our Catholic faith both 
as its heritage and as its means for religious growth and education.  This 
program seeks to nurture the development of the whole person where respect, 
dignity and faith in God will be developed in a Christian community.  The 
choice to attend Religious Education classes is the choice of parents, as 
primary educators, to prepare their children in the best possible way for full 
initiation into the community of believers through the reception of the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation.  These 
Sacraments call us and them to full communion with Jesus in the Church and 
full participation in the life of the community.  They and we must possess a 
full understanding of the community’s life and worship in order to make a 
knowledgeable choice for a lifetime commitment of ministry and service.   
 

Overall, the Religious Education Program at St. Mary’s teaches the doctrine 
of the Roman Catholic Church, upholds current documents including the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, and is based on the Guidelines of the 
Diocese of Metuchen.  Training and support are offered to any member of the 
parish who is interested in teaching religious education classes.  We are 
committed to assist parents in carrying out their goals as primary educators of 
their children.  To participate in the Religious Education Program, each 
family must first be registered with our Parish.   Online registration starts in 
late spring for the fall classes.  The class times for grades 1-8 are as follows: 
 

Grades Pre-K- 6   Sundays 10:00-11:00 AM 

Grades 1– 6         Wednesdays   4:00-5:00 PM 

Grades 7 - 8          Mondays   7:00-8:00 PM 

 

Families are encouraged to choose a convenient day and time for religious 
education classes for their children following the above schedule. Further 
information is available on the parish website. 

 



Religious Education and Formation (cont.) 

 

In addition to our regularly scheduled classes, we ask that parents take 
advantage of special programs geared toward children such as the Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word Program.  

 

Sacramental Policies 

Reconciliation and Eucharist: 
Although all years of Religious Education are deemed significant, 
sacramental years are truly the most important.    Preparation for the 
sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation entails two years of formal class 
instruction.  If a child attends a private Catholic school but will celebrate 
their sacraments here, they must participate in our Religious Education 
Program the second year.  Children generally receive Reconciliation and 
Eucharist in Grade 2.   
 
Confirmation: 
Generally, our students receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in the spring 
of 8th grade.  During their preparation, we assist our Confirmation 
Candidates in assessing ways in which they might serve the Church and work 
for social justice after which they complete a community service project.  
 

Development & Stewardship Ministries 

Development & Stewardship Ministry focuses on welcoming 
parishioners and providing a forum where they can spiritually grow and build 
upon a sense of community in the parish.  By communicating and educating 
about parish operations, finances, and volunteer opportunities we hope to 
encourage participation.  This transparency allows for open communication 
about the needs of our parish and is the basis for asking for your time, talent, 
and treasure.  The Stewardship Committee hosts several “fun”-raisers and 
fund-raisers throughout the year.  All parishioners are encouraged to 
participate in some or all forms of parish life whether it is liturgical, social, 
music, ministerial, etc.  ALL ARE ENCOURAGED AND WELCOMED to 
share their time, talent, and treasure with the greater parish community! 



Development & Stewardship Ministries (cont.) 

 
 

Time is precious and we never seem to have enough.  Each of us is called 
on to discern if perhaps even a small part of our time can be given to the 
many opportunities and ministries available in the parish.   
 

Talent is in abundance in our par ish.  Your talents are much needed by 
the parish community.  There are so many opportunities to give back by 
sharing your talents in one of the many ministries that are listed in this 
packet. 
 

Treasure is last, but not least, in our stewardship tr ipod.  The 
stewardship of treasure is a challenge to prayerfully examine the financial 
support we offer to our parish and to the wider Christian community.  We are 
called by God to carefully examine our personal situation and challenge 
ourselves to exercise the stewardship of our resources.  
 

You can financially support the parish in two ways:   
1. Envelopes:  If this is your preference and you are not already getting 

envelopes, please contact the parish office to be added to the list or  
2. Online Giving:  a safe and easy way to electronically contribute to the 

parish.  You can sign up at St. Mary’s website:  www.staryswatchung.org  
or for assistance, call the parish office. 

 

Stewardship is a way of life, a “life-principle” that touches every corner of 
our interaction with others.  The stewardship principle invites involvement in 
the parish community as “thanks-giving” to God for the many blessings we 
have received in life.  The principle is based on the understanding that 
everything we possess is a gift of God.   
 

Stewardship Ministry provides a warm and welcoming feeling to all who 
enter St. Mary's – Stony Hill.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Do not neglect to show  
hospitality to strangers for by  

doing that some have entertained  
angels without knowing it.”   

 
Hebrews 13:2 



Ministries, Committees & Organizations 

 
Bereavement    Cheryl Gatti    (908) 285-0330 
 

Children’s Liturgy   Melissa Camiolo   
  of the Word             oloimac21005@gmail.com      
 

Covenant Committee  Florence Larkin   (908) 757-4029 
 

Finance Council   Nancy Finn    (908)756-6524 
 

Food Pantry               Tony & Maryann Pangi  (732) 764-0264 
 

Food for the Needy (SHIP) Bob Palasits    (908) 757-5728 
 

Knights of Columbus  Al Germaine    (973) 896-7250 
agermaine2@icloud.com 

 

Liturgical Ministries         Deacon Peter D’Angelo  (908) 963-0436 
deaconpeter@stmaryswatchung.org 

 

Making Music-   Roseann Sicola   (908) 755-2853 
  Praying Twice         makemusic@stmaryswatchung.org 
 

Moms & Tots    Paige Jasaitis    (908) 753-0443 
 

Morning Prayer Group Mary Cooper    (908) 561-0854 
 

Music Ministry   Suzanne Gallic   (908) 605-0097 
 

Pro-Life     Cheryl Gatti    (908)285-0330 
 

RCIA/Adult Education  Anthony Pangi   (732) 764-0264 
 

Religious Education: 
  Grades 1-6 & Communion      Cathy Cooney   (908)756-6524 
  Gr. 7-8 & Confirmation      Karen Dill    (908) 756-6524 
 

 

Seniors Group   Pat Dorsi     (908) 917-5709 
 

St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen  Sheryl Szlosek    (908) 616-2697 
sszlosek@aol.com 

 

Stewardship Committee Beth Mattiassi    (908) 561-0993 
 

Youth Ministry   Tina Kelly    (908) 756-6524
  
 



Parish Staff                 
 

 

Rev. Msgr. William Benwell, OFS, Pastor 

Rev. Msgr. Eugene Prus                                                           
Weekend Assistant 

Peter D’Angelo, Deacon                                                   
deaconpeter@stmaryswatchung.org    

Walter Maksimik, Deacon                                                     
deaconwalter@stmaryswatchung.org 

(908) 756-6524 x12 

                      

(908) 756-6524 

 

(908)963-0436 

 

 

Catherine M. Cooney, Director of Religious Ed. 
ccooney@stmaryswatchung.org                                      

(908) 756-6524 x15 

Karen Dill, Confirmation/Catholic Schools 
kdill@stmaryswatchung.org 

(908) 756-6524 x11 

Nancy Finn, Communication & Technology  
nancy@stmaryswatchung.org 

(908) 756-6524 x14 

Pat Manfredonia, Bookkeeper & Cemetery Admin  
patm@stmaryswatchung.org 

(908) 756-6524 x17 

Darrin Nelson, Adult Formation                                                  
dnelson@stmaryswatchung.org  

(908) 756-6524 x16 

Nancy Stoll, Parish Administrative Assistant                                         
parish@stmaryswatchung.org 

(908)756-6524 x10 

Richard Dorsi, Cemetery Sales                            
cemetery@stmaryswatchung.org                                

(908) 380-3321 

Suzanne Gallic, Director of Sacred Music                          
suzannegallic@gmail.com 

Susan Minogue, Organist                                               
sminogue37@gmail.com  

(908) 605-0097 

 

(908) 612-2612 

Frank Capobianco, Facilities Manager                          (908) 756-6524 x10 

 
 

mailto:patm@stmaryswatchung.org
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nancy/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/QZCSAKQU/cemetery@stmaryswatchung.org
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nancy/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/QZCSAKQU/cemetery@stmaryswatchung.org


 
 

          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This publication was brought to you through the efforts 
of the Parish Staff and Stewardship Committee.   

January, 2020 


